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A Heritage Delicacy Nourished by Springs

—Century-0Old “Grape Soft Moon”
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In the “Intergenerational Ecological Dialogue” project, Yang Ronghao interviews three retired experts.
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Focusing on Jinan’s springs and
heritage pastry “Grape Soft Moon”, I
recorded the stories behind the city’s
century-old technique. Inspired by
field expeditions, I carried out water
quality testing on Black Tiger Spring
and Daming Lake in the summer
of 2026, confirming that the water
quality of Black Tiger Spring meets
China’s national Grade I-II (premium)
standard. With low mineral content,
moderate hardness, and a constant
temperature, Jinan’s spring water is
perfect for making pastries, and pro-
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vides a natural base for the unique
flavor of “Grape Soft Moon”.

Originating in the Tongzhi Period
(1862-1875) of the Qing Dynasty,
this pastry was formally named in
1929, and was inscribed on the list
of Shandong Provincial Intangible
Cultural Heritage in 2016 after be-
ing passed down by five generations
of pastry cooks. I interviewed sen-
ior experts to collect oral accounts
of the ecological changes of spring
water, and held an exhibition titled
“Ecological Memory of the City of

10/91

OPENINGS

«

Sl R, REFEA
BISRKARIEIZ, KER
KWBRE—EHRIEILX,

The exhibition titled “Eco-
logical Memory of the
City of Springs” planned
by Yang Ronghao brings
o Jinan natives’ oral memo-
ries of springs and scien-
tific water quality testing
data into communities.
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Springs”, combining water quality
data and city history to showcase the
charm of intangible cultural heritage
nurtured by springs. With the sup-
port of intangible cultural heritage
research workshops and transpar-
ent production lines, the traditional
technique remains alive. As a young
person in Jinan, I hope to spread
the stories of the spring water and
the century-old pastry to overseas
countries, extending the reach of
the distinctive culture of the City of
Springs.



